_\\VAmerican
//JIFOUNDATION
American Neuromuscular Foundation
2621 Superior Dr. NW
Rochester, MN 55901

Contact: Maggie Schmidt (507) 288-0100
mschmidt@aanem.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Derek Wu Receives 2024 Best Abstract Award

Rochester, Minn. (July 10, 2024) - The American Neuromuscular Foundation is excited to
announce Derek Wu as the recipient of the 2024 Best Abstract Award for his abstract titled,
“Profiling Granzymes in Acute Inflammatory Demyelinating Polyneuropathy.” The Best
Abstract Award is given to the first and presenting author of the best abstract submitted to the
AANEM Annual Meeting.

Mr. Wu is an undergraduate student at the University of British Columbia, Canada, and a
research assistant at The Berger Lab (ICORD). His research was motivated by the lack of
understanding surrounding the pathogenic mechanisms of acute inflammatory demyelinating
polyneuropathy (AIDP) and the fact that treatment largely depends on systemic
immunosuppressants or costly therapies. Mr. Wu’s team hoped to identify novel biomarkers for
understanding and managing AIDP.

“Our research identified granzymes in the cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) of patients with AIDP and
showed a profile distinct from non-AIDP controls,” he says. One specific granzyme correlated
strongly with CSF protein levels in his research, and while the findings are preliminary, Mr. Wu
believes this data potentially identifies a novel biomarker in AIDP.

Mr. Wu will present an abstract poster at the 2024 AANEM Annual Meeting, Oct. 15-18, at the
Savannah Convention Center and Westin Savannah Harbor in Savannah, Georgia.

About American Neuromuscular Foundation (ANF)

Based in Rochester, MN, ANF is a nonprofit organization dedicated to strengthening the global
effort to cure neuromuscular disease. As part of its mission to promote the advancement of
scientific research and education, the ANF offers annual development grants and abstract and
fellowship awards to launch research into muscle and nerve disorders by experts in the field. For
more information about ANF, visit neurmuscularfoundation.org.
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